Film Study  8th Grade

‘The Grapes of Wrath’  -  John Ford

Describe the opening shot?    

What does the truck driver notice about Tom when he sits beside him in the truck, which makes him suspicious?  

Who does Tom encounter after getting out of the truck?  

Why did Tom only get 7 years jail?  

Why does Casy say he ‘lost the spirit’?

Why are Tom’s eyes ‘bewildered’ when going through his family’s old cabin?

What items belonging to his family does he pick up off the floor?

Who is hiding in the cabin and what does he tell Tom and Casy?

Ford’s use of flashback gives more insight.   How do the scenes contrast with what Tom sees?

Why is Muley surprised when the tractor driver takes off his goggles?

What do Tom and Casy find when they arrive at Uncle John’s cabin? 

Describe the first meeting between Tom and Ma. 

What is the family’s general response to Tom’s homecoming?

Inside the cabin, Ma prepares to leave her home.  How does John Ford capture the mood without words?

Why does Grandpa refuse to go with them?

As the truck moves along the highway the scene dissolves into a montage.  What are some of the images which are superimposed?

