Essay Questions
                8th Grade                           Study of John Ford



Due:  Thursday, 14thFebruary, 2008

Choose ONE of the following.    

1.  ‘John Ford doesn’t make pictures about good guys or bad guys; he makes   

      stories about people’.   

      Discuss, with close reference to three John Ford films.

2.  ‘John Ford shows us that there was more to pioneer life than fighting off  

     Indian attacks’.   

     Discuss, using evidence from three John Ford Westerns.

3.  ‘A man on a horse riding against a background of harshness and beauty; 

      that’s a John Ford trademark.  He doesn’t just tell you a story; he writes 

      a poem about it.  He doesn’t just point the camera; he paints a picture 

      with it’.

      What do you find to be the distinguishing features (trademarks) of a John  

       Ford film?   Your answer should include evidence from three films.

4.  ‘A threat of fatality is always simmering under the ‘good life’ that the 

      protagonists of John Ford’s films are trying to create.  The innate moral  

      tensions of pioneer life make the conquest of the West a perfect  

      subject for high drama’.

      Discuss.   Support your answer with evidence from three John Ford 

      Westerns.
