‘Of Mice and Men’                                   John Steinbeck
Reading Log Responses

Chapter 1

1. How does Steinbeck describe the setting?  What mood does he create?  Find examples of alliteration, repetition, similes and metaphors and explain their effect.

2.  What evidence is there of the mark men have made on this natural setting?  What breaks the calmness of this first scene?

3.  Give a detailed impression of George and Lennie.  Who are they?  What can you tell about them from their dialogue?

4.  Why do George and Lennie stay together despite their great differences?  Comment on George’s words – ‘Guys like us. . . nothing to look ahead to.’

5.  Steinbeck uses animal imagery throughout the novel, and in its title.  Look out for examples as you read and comment on the insights they give you into the story or the characters.  What examples can you find in this chapter?

6.  Explain George and Lennie’s dream.

Chapter 2

1.  Describe the ranch setting.  Compare the beginning of this chapter with the beginning of chapter 1.  Which is more interesting or gives you a more positive feeling about the world?  How does the language used at the beginning of each chapter differ?  Compare sentence structure, choice of words, imagery.  What is Steinbeck’s purpose in adopting these different approaches?

2.  Describe Candy.  What do you think of him?  What does he tell us about some of the other people on the ranch? 
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3.  What problem does George immediately notice in the bunk house?  How do ‘pants rabbits’ contrast with rabbits outside?

4.  What do the names of the characters in the story suggest to you about the nature of this story?

5.  What contrasts are shown between Curley and Lennie?  Are there any suggestions of impending danger?  If so, what are they?

6.  What opposing sets of qualities do Slim and Carlson present?

7.  What are your feelings about the situation at the end of this chapter?  Are things generally hopeful or not?

Chapter 3

1.  Find the words in the opening description which highlight the contrasting worlds inside and outside the bunkhouse.  What atmosphere do these images of light and darkness create?

2.  What story does George tell Slim?

3.  Why do you think Carlson wants to get rid of the dog so badly?

4.  What is Whit’s role in this chapter?   What is revealed about the daily life of a ranch hand?

5.  The ‘dark’ mood which was caused by the killing of the dog is contrasted by the scene between George, Lenny and Candy.  What brings about this change?

6.  How does Curley create a threatening mood in this chapter?

Chapter 4

1.  Who is Crooks?  Where and how does he live?  What is the effect of changing the setting to Crooks’ room?
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2.  For the first time we see Lennie without George.  What do you find out about him?

3.  What is significant about the conversation between Lennie and Crooks?

4.  What do you notice about the others who come into Crooks’ room?

5.  How have your feelings changed during this chapter?  Do you feel the same way about Lennie and George?  Does the vision of the ranch seem closer or farther away than it did at the end of the last chapter?

Chapter 5

1.  Steinbeck presents a ‘quiet and humming and lazy and warm’ description of the barn, yet something seems to contradict this atmosphere.  What is it?

2.  What are the events in previous chapters which have given us clues about (foreshadowed) what has just happened?

3.  Comment on the way Lennie responds to the puppy’s death.

4.  In what way is the conversation between Lennie and Curley’s wife similar to the one in the previous chapter between Lennie and Crooks?

5.  In your own words explain the struggle between Curley’s wife and Lennie.  Comment on the use of animal images which Steinbeck uses to describe Lennie’s actions.  Can you suggest a reason for this?

6.  What happens after the killing?
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7.  What do you think about the exchange between Candy and George?  What does it suggest to you about the kind of life people led in the 1930’s?

8.  What is the mood at the end as the chapter draws to a close?  Find some words or phrases which help to create this mood.

Chapter 6

1.  The final scene is set in the same place as the first scene, along the banks of the Salinas River.  Although the location is the same, Steinbeck’s description of the setting is quite different.  Read closely and carefully identify those differences.  What is the predominant mood?

2.  What are the two visions Lennie has and what do they reveal?

3.  What do you think about the killing of Lennie?

4.  Why do you think George lies about Lennie’s death?

5.  How does the novel’s ending leave you feeling?  Is it what Steinbeck intended for his readers?  Why? 

