
The Searchers

John Ford, 1956

1.  Characterisation

Make a list of contradictory or contrasting aspects of Ethan Edwards’ character.  Give specific examples from the film, e.g

Tender/gentle towards Martha                         Sarcastic with Martin Pawley

- kisses her forehead                                         - calls him blankethead

2.  Opening Scene

Write out the words of the song which open the film.

List all the details of the story that are given directly or indirectly in the opening scene. 

3.  Before the Comanche raid

How does John Ford create suspense and a sense of impending horror without showing a single act of violence?

4.  Artists of the 19th Century

‘Ford's films are steeped in precise visual quotations from the 19th-century artists who first invented the image of the west’.  Read ‘Ford’s Galaxy’; the Guardian article, and the links to articles on the 19th century artists who influenced Ford’s visual style. You can find these on my website.

Who were these artists?  Write a short description of each of the artists.

Match specific paintings and film stills which show how John Ford used the works of these artists to create an authentic picture of the West.   Try to include one from each of the artists.  

5.  Closing Scene

Write out the words of the song which come at the end of the film.

Compare the closing scene with the opening scene.   

6.  Reflection

What were your reactions after the first viewing of ‘The Searchers’?
