Stagecoach               

John Ford,  1939
Keep in mind the essential questions which will guide our study of John Ford.

How is the American character portrayed?

What are the aspects of the American Dream?

What consequences emerge in the pursuit of the American Dream?

During a stagecoach journey nine passengers are placed together in a position of danger, one in which their true characters are tested and revealed.   Major social issues and themes, are closely linked in an exciting adventure story.

A.  How does John Ford present the following issues?  Specific evidence required.

*sexual and social prejudice 

*alcoholism 

*childbirth 

*greed 

*shame 

*redemption 

*revenge 

B. Characterisation

Who are the travelers?  Where are they from?  Where are they going?  Why? What happens to them along the way?  

      *   a prostitute or dance hall gal forced to leave town, Dallas
· an embezzling banker, Gatewood
· a Confederate gambler, Hatfield

· a whiskey salesman, Peackock
· an alcoholic, disgraced frontier doctor, Doc Boone
· a pregnant young bride, the wife of an army officer, Lucy Mallory
· a stage driver, Buck
· a marshal, riding shotgun,  Curley
· a rugged, escaped outlaw, Ringo Kid 

In this film – actually a morality play, each of the characters are representative, archetypal character types, divided initially between respectable citizens and disrespectable social outcasts.  However by the film’s end, the disreputable members of society prove to be the most noble, virtuous, and selfless.

Show how this happens during the film.  Give specific examples/quotes which demonstrate this transition.

C.  Film technique

What observations can you make about John Ford’s filming of - 

*exterior scenes *interior scenes *people *action (stunt man Yakima Canutt uncredited)

Use film stills to illustrate your comments.
