John Steinbeck – by Jay Parini

The Fiction of Origins

Read the first chapter of Jay Parini’s biography of John Steinbeck.  As you read find information about the following aspects of Steinbeck’s life.  Present this information together with relevant photographs combining your own writing with ‘cut and paste’ sections from the extract.  The page numbers are an approximate guide.

p. 11 Where did Steinbeck set most of his fiction and why?

         What was the importance of Pacific Grove?

p. 12 Where does most of Steinbeck’s fiction orignate?  Which book attempts to literally  

         recreate Steinbeck’s past?  

p. 13-14  Cut and paste the extracts taken from this novel and explain what the 

               passages represent. 

               How did Steinbeck see himself?  How was he really?

               What influence did his maternal grandfather have on Steinbeck?  

                Cut and paste the extract from ‘The Red Pony’ which describes the farm 

                where Steinbeck spent time as a child.

p. 15  What was Steinbeck’s mother like?

p. 16  Describe in your own words the house where Steinbeck’s parents lived.

p.  16 -18     Why is Steinbeck’s paternal grandfather a significant figure?

p. 19 -22  Describe Steinbeck’s father and his relationship with wife and children.

p. 22  What was the situation in America when Steinbeck was born in 1902?

p. 23  In ‘East of Eden’ Steinbeck describes the Salinas Valley. What reasons does he 

          give for the economic problems of the region?  Cut and paste the extract. 

p. 23-26   Explain Steinbeck’s childhood and his family relationships.   

p. 26 - 28  What were Steinbeck’s earliest memories and influences?

p. 29 - 30  Why did the cottage in Monterey become one of the most important retreats

                 for Steinbeck?

p. 30 – 36  Summarise the important aspects of Steinbeck’s high school years until his

                  admission to Stanford. 

